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2005 Accomplishments

1. Committee members actively assisted the MPCA and consultant team with the completion of the Lower St. Louis River Sediment Management Plan designed to help prioritize sites for future remediation/restoration.

2. Participated on the Great Lakes Commission’s Great Lakes Regional Dredging Team dealing with dredging and dredged material management issues.

3. Participated in several contaminated sediment remediation projects (the completion of the Newton Creek/Hog Island Inlet project, the continuation of the St. Louis River/Interlake/Duluth/Tar site remediation project and the initial phases of the Minnesota slip project). 

4. Committee members coordinated harbor channel maintenance dredging of approximately 100,000 cubic yards in FY05.

5. Provided input and review comments to the MPCA draft dredge material disposal general permit and guidance document.

2006 Goals

1. Identify potential beneficial use sites for habitat enhancement and other projects.

a. Incorporate St. Louis River Habitat Plan into all Dredge Subcommittee activities when applicable.  

b. Extend the useful life of Erie Pier as a dredge disposal facility.    

c. Develop a strategy to identify future areas for dredge disposal sites.  

2. Continue to support and utilize the Lower St Louis River Sediment Management Plan

a. Identify additional areas in need of study and prioritize according to those, which provide the best opportunity as future disposal sites.

b. Incorporate into the Superior Port Land Use Plan and Duluth Port Land Use Plan.

d. Identify opportunities to utilize funding from the Great Lakes Legacy Act of 2002.

3. Committee members will continue to actively participate on the Great Lakes Commission’s Great Lakes Regional Dredging Team and other regional committees of the Great Lakes Commission dealing with dredging and dredged material management issues.

4. Identify and support opportunities to reduce the disposal of, difficulties in permitting and frequency of maintenance dredging. 

a. Continue to provide input to the MPCA draft dredge material disposal general permit and guidance document
b. Support watershed wide best management practices to reduce the quantities of dredged material.

e. Support and promote the beneficial re-utilization of dredged material.

